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INTRODUCTION

The Uinta Mountains of northeastern Utah are unique in that they are
the only major range of mountains in North America to lie in an east and
west direction. Kings Peak, Utah’s tallest point of land, standing at 13,528
feet, is hard to distinguish from its sister peaks, all of which stand over
13,000 feet. This is a country of snow-capped mountains, steep rocky
slopes, green meadows, blue lakes and tall trees. Four of Utah’s major
rivers, the Duchesne, Provo, Weber and Bear, originate in the snowfields
of these mountains,

Although a number of these lakes and basins have been investigated
over the years, the first comprehensive lake study undertaken by the Utah
Department of Fish and Game began in the summer of 1955. Much of the
information gathered during that study is now outdated. Each lake’s
physical, chemical and biological features change from year to year;
therefore, our management must also change. A second comprehensive
lake study was undertaken by the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources in
1971 to evaluate past management efforts and recommend necessary
changes. This booklet contains information from a study, which was com-
pleted for the Uinta River drainage in 1980, and the Dry Gulch drainage in
1978.



No attempt was made to list all the lakes in the Uinta Mountains in this
publication. Only those that were found to support populations of game
fish and those which are under study are included. This project was reim:
bursed in part by funds obtained from the Fisheries Restoration Act,
Dingell-Johnson Project F-42-R.

In early days, the use of pack animals for stocking mountain lakes
meant that only a few lakes could be planted each year. Since 1955,
planes have been used for planting these remote lakes. Dozens of lakes
are now aerially stocked each year with brook, cutthroat and rainbow
trout The brook and cutthroat trout are the predominant species stocked
as they have demonstrated an ability to grow and survive better in these
alpine lakes. Arctic grayling and golden trout are also present in a few
High Uinta waters. The more inaccessible lakes are stocked on 3- to 5-year
cycles The more heavily fished lakes are planted on 1- or 2-year cycles.

Care is taken not to overstock the lakes because it usually results in
small, poorly developed trout. Aerially stocked cutthroat are stocked as
fry (1 inch) while brook trout are stocked as fingerling (3 inches). These
fish are used to replenish populations or to stock lakes that Division
surveys find suitable to receive an experimental plant. Because the op-
timum growing season for trout is very short (June through August),
growth is relatively slow. In the Uinta Lakes, the trout reached 8 to 12 in-
ches by the third year.

As most of our Uinta Mountain lakes lie in remote basins, it is recom-
mended that trips be well planned and adequate preparations made
beforehand. Always leave word with a friend or relative on your approx-
imate destination and when you plan to return. Most of these lakes can be
reached over well-marked U.S. Forest Service trails. Other lakes can only
be reached by going cross-country. While the trails have been updated in
this booklet, it is a good idea to carry a topographical map. These can.be
purchased from the U.S. Geological Survey. A compass is another essen-
tial item. Ordinarily trips up to 5 miles can be made by foot when the
fisherman plans to spend only one day on the lake and return home that
evening. However, backpackers, who wish to stay overnight, can easily
reach more remote lakes. Information concerning horse rentals may be
obtained from Division offices, conservation officers or forest rangers.
Reservations should be made well in advance. Because of the altitude
and unpredictable weather, warm clothing and rain gear should always
be carried. Snow showers are common all season at these higher eleva-
tions. Insect repellent for camper and horse is a necessity until mid-
August. It is usually after the first week of July before many of the higher
lakes become accessible. Fishing may last through September.

Everyone is concerned in maintaining the aesthetic beauties of the
Uinta Mountains, In an effort to control this problem, the Forest Super-
visors for the Ashley and Wasatch National forests have implemented
group size restrictions. Parties using the wilderness area are not to exceed
15 people and 20 horses, and smaller group restrictions are being con-
sidered. Boy Scout and other leaders should remember to check with U.S.
Forest officials for guidelines and helpful suggestions.

Since the second study began, camping, hiking and fishing use ap-
pears to be increasing. Excessive recreational use can quickly damage
this alpine habitat if conscious efforts are not made to preserve its beauty.
Those entering the High Uinta country should remember to burn all burn-
able litter and pack out everything that is nonburnable. Do NOT bury any
litter. Horse packers should move animals to various meadows every few
days to prevent overgrazing. It is a good idea to utilize previously con-
structed fireplaces whenever possible. Avoid camping in one spot longer
than 5 days. Drinking untreated water in back country areas may cause
giardiasis, a parasitic infection which causes diarrhea. Recent studies
have shown that water purifiers will not kill the bacteria. As a safeguard
against giardiasis, boil your mountain water before drinking.

Fishing is unpredictable, especially in the High Uintas. If one lake fails
to produce fish, try another; there is usually one nearby. If the lakes are
slow, try fly-fishing the numerous streams. If you like elbow room to camp
and fish, and enjoy discovering new scenic wonders, let us recommend
the High Uintas.



DRY GULCH DRAINAGE

Dry Gulch is the smallest drainage on the south slope of the High Uin-
ta Mountains. It is located between the Uinta River and Swift Creek
drainages, about 15 miles northeast of Altamont, Utah. This drainage is
divided into two main basins: Heller and Crow.

Meller Basin has three natural lakes, one reservoir and about 30
heaver ponds over one-half acre in size. The terrain is a series of low talus
ridges covered with conifers. Between the ridges are long wet meadows
created by past and present beaver activity. Only one beaver pond, three
natural lakes and Heller Reservoir are actively managed as fisheries. Ac-
cess s north from Neola or Altamont to the Dry Gulch road (No.122), near
the U.S. Forest Service-Indian Reservation boundary. Travel four rough
miles by vehicle to where the road is closed. At this point follow the jeep
trail on foot two more miles to Heller Reservoir. There are no marked
trails to the other lakes. Litter has been a problem in this basin and extra
garbage packed out would be appreciated.

Crow Basin is long and narrow with steep side walls of talus rock. The*
basin floor is terraced alternating between thin meadows and conifered
rock ridges. There are eleven lakes over two acres in size in Crow Basin,
and at least that many smaller ponds. Only eight lakes are actively
managed. Access is north from Neola or Altamont to the Timothy Creek
jeep trail (No. 120) which starts two miles west of the Dry Gulch turnoff.
I he distance on the Timothy Creek road is six miles to Jackson Park which
borders Crow Basin; however, approximately half this distance is closed
to vehicular access. Horse access into this basin is quite difficult. Another
access route is to follow the vague Lily Pad lakes trail in Heller Basin
northwest over Flat Top Mountain into the basin. Best camping sites are
at Crow and DG-6 lakes. This basin has difficult access so does not receive
much recreational use.

DRY GULCH - CROW BASIN

DG-1. This lake does not sustain fish life. It is shown on the map as a
landmark.

Crow, DG-3

CROW, DG-3. Crow is an irregular shaped lake located in steep rocky
terrain. It is 18 acres, 10,320 feet in elevation, with 26 feet maximum
depth. Access is via the Timothy Creek Road to Jackson Park, then down
the steep sides of the basin to lakes DG 6, 7 and 8. Follow the outlet
stream south 3/4 mile to Crow Lake. Good campsites, spring water and
horse feed are available. This lake contains a good population of cut-
throat trout, partially sustained threugh natural reproduction. Angling
pressure is moderate, and there is excessive litter around the shoreline.

DG-4. This lake does not sustain fish life. It is shown on the map as a
landmark.

DG-5. This lake does not sustain fish life. It is shown on the map as a
landmark.



DG,  Lakes DG 6, 7 and 8 are shallow, interconnecting lakes located in
a grassy meadow, DG6 is 3 acres, 10,550 feet in elevation, with 5 feet
maximum depth. Access is via Jackson Park north 1% miles, then des-
cend over the canyon rim following an east-northeast direction. Good
campsites, spring water and horse feed are available near the lake. Cut-
throat trout are stocked and angling pressure is light.

DG-7.  Thisis avery shallow lake located between lakes DG-6 and DG-8.
It 1s 6 acres, 10,550 feet in elevation, with 4 feet maximum depth. Good
campsites, spring water and horse feed are available. This lake has a small
population of cutthroat trout which migrate from DG-6. The lake is not
stocked because of winterkill. Fishing pressure is very light.

PGB, DG-8sits due east of DG-7 about 70 yards. Itis 7 acres, 10,550 feet
in elevation, with 8 feet maximum depth. Access by following the main
basin stream north 3/4 mile from Crow Lake to DG-6. Campsites, spring
water and hirse feed are within 1/2 mile of the lake. DG-8 is too shallow to
stock, but has a few cutthroat trout that migrate from DG-6. Fishing
pressure is very light.

DGS9, This lake has a steep rock escarpment located just below the
outlet. It is 10 acres, 10,710 feet in elevation, with 27 feet maximum
depth. Access is via Timothy Creek Road to Jackson Park then east down
the steep basin side to lakes DG 6, 7 and 8. Follow the DG-6 inlet north 1/2
_mile and up the rock escarpment, Campsites and spring water are limited,
but good horse feed is available. This lake contains a small population of
cutthroat trout. Angling pressure is light.

DG-10.  This natural lake is bounded by meadows on the north and south
and rock ridges on the east and west. It is 10 acres, 10,780 feet in eleva-
tion, with 14 feet maximum depth. Access is to follow the DG-9 inlet north
1 mile. There is no spring water and campsites are marginal, but good
horse feed is available to the north and south. A small population of
healthy cutthroat trout inhabit the lake. Angling pressure is very light.

DG14.  DG-14 sits at the northeast head of the canyon 2 miles north of
Crow Lake, It is 2 acres, 11,070 feet in elevation, with 12 feet maximum
depth. There is no trail to the lake. No campsites or horse feed are
available, but cold spring water is plentiful from the talus slope. This lake
contains a fair population of cutthroat trout which are maintained
through stocking. Angling pressure is very light.

DG-15.  This lake sits at the base of the northwest rim at the head of
Crow Canyon. The lake has a good fairy shrimp population but has ex-
treme water level fluctuations. It is 2 acres, 10,950 feet in elevation, with

To Timothy
Lakes Basin
®

Flat Top
12,194 feet
i,

DRY GULCH DRAINAGE
Stream
Pack Trail
Jeep Trail ========za======

UTAH

INDEX MAP

4
P
sE=se=o=Saw, Y

&
//9

Ll Sandy Stewart, U




15 feet maximum depth, Campsites, spring water and horse feed are not
available. It contains a small population of cutthroat trout which is sub-
ject to occasional winterkill. Angling pressure is very light.

DGA16.  This is the second lake sitting against the northwest rim of the
canyon located 100 feet south of DG-15. Itis 2 acres, 10,956 feet in eleva-
tion, with 8 feet maximum depth, No campsites, spring water or horsefeed
are available. A small population of cutthroat trout inhabit the lake, and
it s subject to winterkill. Fishing pressure is very light.

DG17. This the third lake near the northwest rim at the head of the
basin, and is 100 yards east of DG-16. Itis 3.5 acres, 10,935 feet in eleva-
tion, with 10 feet maximum depth. No campsites, spring water or horse
feed are available, A large population of cutthroat is found in the lake,
and it is partially sustained through natural reproduction. Angling
pressure is very light.

DRY GULCH - HELLER BASIN

BOLLIE, U-96. This natural lake is in the Uinta River drainage and is
described in that section of this booklet. It is also listed in this section of
the booklet because the Dry Gulch drainage map shows the access better
than the Uinta drainage map does:

DG-29. DG-29 is a small beaver pond subject to an occasional
winterkill. Itis 3 acres, 9,700 feet in elevation, with 8 feet maximum depth.
Access is via Heller Reservoir 1/4 mile northwest to a long park. Follow the
park 1/2 mile then turn east 1/8 mile. Horse feed is excellent, but camp-
sites and spring water are not available. This pond is occasionally stocked
with brook trout. Fishing pressure is very light. .

DG-30.  This lake does not sustain fish life. It is shown on the map as a
landmark.

HELLER RESERVOIR, DG-28. Heller Reservoir has a small, high dam on
the southwest outlet. It is 10 acres, 9,520 feet in elevation, with 39 feet
maximum depth. Access is 4 miles north on the Dry Gulch Road. The road
is closed at this point, so follow the jeep trail on foot 2 miles to the reser-
voir. Spring water and campsites are available, but there is no horse feed.
The fishery is composed of a stable population of pan-sized brook trout,
and an occasional cutthroat. Angling pressure is heavy, and litter is a
problem around the lake.

Heller Reservoir, DG-28

HIDDEN, DG-27. Hidden is an isolated lake in the head of Heller basin.
Itis 12 acres, 10,108 feet in elevation, with 37 feet maximum depth. Ac-
cess is 2 miles north-northeast on a poorly marked trail from Heller Reser-
voir. Spring water is abundant, but good campsites and horse feed are not
available. This lake contains a fair population of healthy brook trout.
Fishing pressure is light.

LOWER LILY PAD, DG-26. Lower Lily Pad is a productive meadow lake
covered with aquatic vegetation. It is 9 acres, 10,275 feet in elevation,
with 11 feet maximum depth. Access is via the vague trail to Upper Lily
Pad Lake, then 1/8 mile due east. Campsites are available, horse feed is
limited, and there is no spring water. Both cutthroat and brook are found
in this lake, but they are in small numbers. Fishing pressure is light.

UPPER LILY PAD, DG-25. Upper Lily Pad is a beautiful meadow lake sur-
rounded by conifers. It is 12 acres, 10,280 feet in elevation, with 37 feet
maximum depth. Access is 7.5 miles via the Dry Gulch Road and pack trail
over Flat Top Mountain; or 2 miles northwest of Hellers Reservoir, cross-
country. Excellent campsites and horse feed are found around the lake,
but spring water is limited. This lake contains small populations of
healthy brook and cutthroat trout. Angling pressure is heavy, and there is
a litter problem.



UINTA RIVER DRAINAGE

Uinta River drainage is one of the largest and most diverse in
topography in the Uinta Mountains. It contains seven major basin areas
(Krebs, Atwood, Painter, Painter Lakes, Gilbert, Kidney Lakes and Fox-
Crescent Lakes) and numerous minor ones. Over 93 lakes and ponds drain
into the Uinta River tributaries between 10,100 and 11,750 feet elevation.
Many lakes in the upper end of the drainage are in open windswept tun-
dra. Kings Peak (13,528 feet), highest mountain peak in Utah, is located in
the most western end of Painter Basin.

Two major trailheads provide access to the Uinta River drainage: (1)
Linta Canyon Trailhead (near U-Bar Ranch), located 21 miles north of
Neola, Utah, provides access to western portions of the drainage; and (2)
West Fork of Whiterocks River drainage, located about 25 miles north of
Whiterocks, Utah, provides access to eastern portions of the drainage.
I'he seven major lake areas on the Uinta River are accessible by horse or
foot travel. Horse pasture is fairly abundant in most of the basins, except
for Painter Lakes. Heaviest camping and fishing pressure are at the Chain
lakes, Kidney lakes, Fox-Crescent lakes, and to some extent, the Atwood
lakes, These four areas should be avoided if people want solitude. Deer,
¢lk and moose can be found in meadow areas in this drainage; and ptar-
migan in the upper tundra. Also, sheep grazing occurs in Gilbert and
Painter basins on a rotational basis during late summer.

There are 49 lakes in this drainage that contain trout populations, or
are under experimental fisheries management. The most abundant fish
species are brook and cutthroat trout, and occasionally rainbow and
golden trout. Natural reproduction is common and helps produce large
trout populations in Chain 1, Chain 3, Atwood, Allred, George Beard, Lily
Pad, U-19 and U-76 lakes. Stream fishing is excellent in most of Uinta
River drainage. These trout migrate out of the lakes or are produced
naturally in the tributaries.
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ALBERT, U-94. This cirque lake is located in the far southwest corner of
an extremely steep and rocky basin. Itis 7 acres, 10,826 feet in elevation,
with 8 feet maximum depth. Access is to go northwest up a ridge 2 miles
from Bollie Lake, then turn north and climb down a steep talus slope into
the basin. There are no trails, camping sites or horsefeed around the lake;
horses cannot be taken into Albert. Many pan-sized cutthroats inhabit the
lake. These fish are sustained by natural reproduction. The lake receives
no fishing pressure and is a must for the rugged outdoorsman.

ALLRED, U-14. This natural lake is located 18 miles from the Uinta River
trailhead and 225 yards south of the Atwood Lake dam. It is 34 acres,
10,995 feet in elevation, with 30 feet maximum depth. The rocky trail is
well marked but due to the numerous steep switchbacks the distance
seems longer than it is. Campsites and horse pasture are both abundant
around Allred Lake. Nice-sized brook trout are quite numerous in the lake
are sustained through natural reproduction. Fishing and camping pres-
sure are moderate. Allred Lake is a must for those wanting a rugged wild-
erness experience and fast fly-fishing for plump brooks in the evening.

ATWOOD, U-16. Atwood Lake is the largest lake in the Uinta River
drainage. It has an earthen dam on the west end and water levels fluc-
tuate considerably each year. Atwood is 121-250 acres, 11,030 feet in
elevation, with 24-40 feet maximum depth. Access is 18 miles from U-Bar
Ranch over a well-marked trail. Good campsites and horse feed are
available around the lake. Atwood Lake has one of the largest brook trout
populations in the Uinta Mountains. A few golden trout are also found in
the lake. Camping and angling pressure are moderate.

B-29 LAKE, U-18. This natural lake sits in a wet meadow in the far
southeast corner of Atwood Basin. It is 19 acres, 10,740 feet in elevation,
with 7 feet maximum depth. There is no marked trail to B-29, but it can be
reached from Carrot Lake by going east 1/4 mile after crossing Carrot
Creek on the Atwood Lake trail. Total miles from the Uinta River trailhead
is 17.5 miles. Camping sites and horse pasture are abundant around the
lake; however, the pasture is quite boggy. A large brook trout population
inhabits the lake. Camping and fishing pressure is light at B-29. Take plen-
ty of insect repellent during July!

BEARD, U-74. This high cirque lake sits way above timberline at the
eastern base of South King’s Peak. Itis 9.2 acres, 11,740 feet in elevation,
with an estimated 15 feet maximum depth. Access is to follow the well-
marked Forest Service trail 22 miles through Atwood Basin to Trail Rider
Pass. Follow the trail an additional 1/8 mile into Painter Basin, then turn
southwest and go 150 yards into a small cirque basin to the lake. Horse ac-
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coss is fairly rugged over the rocky terrain (especially up Trail Rider Pass)
There are no horse pastures or camping areas in the windswept tundra
around the lake. Stocked brook trout grow well in Beard and fishing
pressure is quite light.

Bollie Lake, U-96

BOLLIE, U96. This natural lake is surrounded by beautiful meadows
and open timber, It is 10 acres, 10,660 feet in elevation, with 15 feet maxi-
mum depth, Trail access is via a primitive logging road 3 miles north past
Jelferson Park to the canyon rim. Follow the trail west for 2 miles along
the rim until you reach the lake near the head of the basin. Excellent
campsites and abundant horse feed are available around the lake. This
lake contains cutthroat trout. Fishing pressure and camping use are light.
(Refer to the Dry Gulch drainage map for a better illustration of the ac-
Coss route,)

BOWDEN, U-32. Bowden is a shallow, natural lake located 1/2 mile
southeast of the Kidney Lakes. Itis 4.5 acres, 10,693 feet in elevation, with
14 feet maximum depth. Total distance from the U-Bar Ranch is 18.5
miles, the last half mile is trailless. Horse access is good, and numerous
campsites and pasture are available around the lake. Bowden Lake con-
tains stocked brook trout. Camping and fishing pressure is rated
moderate. Bowden Lake has excellent food production and may occa-
slonally winterkill, so fishing is generally not fast.
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Bowden Lake, U-32

BROOK, U-54. This natural lake can be reached by following the trail
east 1 mile along the north shore of Fox Lake. It is 10 acres, 10,950 feet in
elevation, with 8 feet maximum depth. It can also be reached by follow-
ing the Highline Trail west from Whiterocks drainage over North Pole
Pass (first lake encountered). Some horse feed and campsites are
available around the lake. Both brook and cutthroat trout inhabit Brook
Lake and fishing pressure is rated light.

CARROT, U-17.  This beautiful glacial lake sits along the rim of Atwood
Basin and is located 1/2 mile southwest of the big meadow where the trail
crosses Atwood Creek. It is 31 acres, 10,830 feet in elevation, with 31 feet
maximum depth. Total distance from the U-Bar Ranch is 17.5 miles over a
good trail. Good pasture and campsites are located on the north side of
the lake. Fishing is generally good for stocked brook trout. Fishing
pressure is rated light.

CHAIN 1 (LOWER), U-3. Chain 1 is a fluctuating reservoir and is the
lowest of the Chain Lake series. It is 23-62 acres, 10,580 feet in elevation,
with 20-30 feet maximum depth. Access is 11.5 miles via a well-marked
Forest Service trail from the U-Bar Ranch trailhead. Some camping sites
are available around the lake. Limited horse pasture can be found on the
east shore, and 1/4 mile southeast of the dam. Chain 1 contains a large
population of pan-sized brook trout produced through natural reproduc-
tion. Fishing pressure is heavy during early summer but decreases later in
the season as water drawdown occurs.

13



CHAIN 2 (MIDDLE), U-2. Chain 2 is the second lake in the Chain Lake
sories. It is 14.4 acres, 10,605 feet in elevation, with 13 feet maximum
depth. It used to be a storage reservoir but the earthen dam has washed
out. It sits 1/2 trail mile above Chain 1 and less than 100 yards below the
Chain 3 dam. Total distance from U-Bar Ranch is 12 miles along a well-
marked trail. Horse pasture is fairly good but limited, and there are a few
camping sites. The abundant brook trout population in Chain 2 is self sus-
taining. Angling and camping pressure can be fairly heavy during July, but
decreases later in the summer,

CHAIN 3 (UPPER), U-1. This reservoir is the third lake in the Chain Lake
series It is 38-51 acres, 10,623 feet in elevation, with 35-44 feet maximum
depth. Total distance is 12.5 miles from the U-Bar Ranch via a well-marked
trail Horse pasture and campsites are limited around the somewhat rocky
shoreline, Pan-sized brook trout are very abundant in Chain 3 and are sus-
tained through natural reproduction. Angling and camping pressure are
moderate. Fishing is usually fast on flies and spinners.

CHAIN 4, U-4. Chain 4 is a natural lake that sits along the trail on a
plateau located above Chain 3 Lake and below Roberts Pass. It is 13.5
acres, 10,870 feet in elevation, with 31 feet maximum depth. Total
distance is 13.5 miles into Krebs Basin along a well-marked trail from
LJ-Bar Ranch. Horse access is quite good though steep the last 1/2 mile. No
horse pasture and very few campsites exist around the lake. Cutthroat
trout are regularly stocked into the lake. Fishing and camping pressure are
light. Fishing generally improves in late summer.

Craig Lake (U-85), U-88and U-89
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CRAIG, U-85. This natural lake is the first large lake (and lowest in
elevation!) encountered in the Painter Lakes Basin. It is 9.3 acres, 10,848
feet in elevation, and about 14 feet maximum depth. Leave U-Bar Ranch
and proceed via awell-marked trail 14 miles to North Fork Park (where the
North and Center Forks of the Uinta River converge). Head due south for 2
very steep and rough miles up a vague trail (along a small creek) into the
Painter Lakes Basin. There are good horse pastures and camping sites
around the lake. Craig contains mostly cutthroat trout along with an occa-
sional brook trout, Fishing and camping pressure is light.

CRESCENT, U-48. This long narrow reservoir fluctuates 4 feet annually.
It is 26-31 acres, 10,830 feet in elevation, with 19-23 feet maximum depth.
Access is very good via two well-marked Forest Service trails: the shortest
is about 8 miles over the Fox-Queant Pass from the West Fork Whiterocks
River trailhead, and the other is about 15.5 miles up the shale dugway
from the U-Bar Ranch. Camping sites are available around the lake and
good horse pasture can be found 1/2 mile north (Fox Lake) or west (large
meadow) from Crescent. The Crescent Lake fishery is mainly cutthroat
trout along with a few brook trout. Camping and fishing pressure is
moderate to heavy, and the area is quite popular with large scout groups
during mid-summer,

DAVIS, NORTH, U-46. This natural lake sits about 250 yards due north
of South Davis Lake, or about 1% miles north of the Kidney lakes. Itis 3.7
acres, 11,060 feet in elevation, with 7 feet maximum depth. Good camp-
ing sites and abundant horse pasture are found to the south between
South Davis and the Kidney lakes. North Davis contains small pan-sized
brook trout that are hard to catch. These fish are stocked and can freely
move between both Davis lakes. Fishing pressure is light, but camping
pressure is moderate in the vicinity.

DAVIS, SOUTH, U-34. This shallow lake sits in a large, wet meadow 1
mile north of the Kidney lakes. Itis 6.1 acres, 11,020 feet in elevation, with
4 feet maximum depth. Camping sites and horse feed are plentiful south
of the lake. Pan-sized brook trout inhabit the lake. Camping pressure is
moderate, but angling pressure is light. This lake is good for fly-fishing.

DIVIDE, U-59. This natural lake sits in windswept tundra below the
mountain pass separating Uinta River drainage (south slope) from Burnt
Fork drainage (north slope). It is 18.9 acres, 11,217 feet in elevation, with
an estimated 39 feet maximum depth. Access is 2 miles north from Fox
Lake via the trail which goes over the pass to Island Lake. No camping
sites or horse feed are available around the lake or the vicinity. Cutthroat
trout are regularly stocked into Divide. Angling pressure is considered
light and limited to day use.
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DOLLAR, U-49. This pretty lake is located in a large meadow, and is occa-
sionally called Dime Lake. It is 11.5 acres, 10,704 feet in elevation, with 6
feet maximum depth. Trail access is very good and the lake is located about
1 mile northwest of Fox Lake. Total distance from U-Bar Ranch is 15 miles.
Excellent horsefeed and camping sites are in the Dollar Lake vicinity. A
natural population of pan-sized brook trout inhabits the lake. Camping and
fishing pressure are generally rated moderate, though heavy use occa-
sionally occurs from large groups. Brookies spook easily in the meadow
stream below Dollar, and are quite a challenge for the fly fisherman.

FOX, U-47. This reservoired lake is popular despite 20-foot fluctuations
annually, Itis 59102 surface acres, 10,790 feet in elevation, with 27-47 feet
maximum depth. Trails are well marked; and distance is either 15 miles
from the U-Bar Ranch to the south, or 8.5 miles from the West Fork White-
rocks River trailhead to the east. Horse feed and heavily used camping
areas are located in the general area around the lake. Brook and cutthroat
trout inhabit Fox. Recreational use is generally moderate, however, large
groups frequently visit this lake, and the area has been abused.

Gilbert Lake, U-82

GEORGE BEARD, U-21. This natural lake sits in open, windswept tun-
dra. It is 7.4 acres, 11,420 feet in elevation, with 15 feet maximum depth.
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Access is 2 miles via a rocky trail from Atwood Lake and is located just
below Trail Rider Pass. No camping areas or horse pasture exist around
the lake. Brook trout reproduce naturally at George Beard and are quite
abundant. Fishing pressure is limited to day-users and considered light.

GILBERT, U-82. This natural lake sits at the head of Gilbert Creek, a
tributary to the Center Fork of the Uinta River. Itis 14.6 acres, 11,459 feet
in elevation, with 20 feet maximum depth. Good trail access exists
heading northwest from North Fork Park for 6.5 miles, Total trail distance
from U-Bar Ranch is 20.5 miles. Good camping and horse pasture exists 3
miles southeast of the lake, The lake is currently stocked with brook trout.
Fishing pressure is light. Sheep grazing during late summer detracts from
the aesthetic beauty of this meadowy alpine basin.

Kidney Lake, East, U-25

KIDNEY, EAST, U-25. This natural fake is Icoated about 15 miles from
the West Fork Whiterocks River trailhead, or just under 18 miles from
U-Bar Ranch; both access trails are well marked. It is 13.7 acres, 10,850
feet in elevation, with 12 feet maximum depth. Horse pasture is abundant
north of the lake. Camping areas are abundant, but overused in the area
between the Kidney lakes. The lake contains both brook and rainbow
trout. Both camping and angling pressure is quite heavy from large
recreational groups.
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KIDNEY, WEST, U-26. This natural lake is located 100 yards due west of
Kidney, East. It is 20 acres, 10,850 feet in elevation, with 4 feet maximum
depth. Trail access is quite good, and distance is 18 miles from the U-Bar
Ranch or 15 miles from the West Fork Whiterocks River trailhead. Horse
pasture is available north of the lake. Camping sites are found around the
lake, but most are overused. The lake contains brook trout and an occa-
stonal rainbow or cutthroat trout. Both camping and angling pressure are
(uite heavy from large recreational groups.

LILY, U-23. This pretty little lake is surrounded by yellow water lilies. It
15 5.3 acres, 10,919 feet in elevation, with 15 feet maximum depth. Lily is
located about 1/2 mile northeast of the Kidney lakes. There is no trail, but
horse access is fairly easy over this somewhat open terrain. Campsites
and horse pasture are available west of the lake. Brook trout are stocked
into the lake. Angling pressure is generally light considering its close prox-
imity to the Kidney lakes.

LILY PAD, U-8. Lily Pad is the first lake encountered on the Chain lakes
trall approximately 8 miles from U-Bar Ranch. Itis 3.7 acres, 10,180 feet in
elevation, with 7 feet maximum depth. It sits in a small stream-fed valley
1/4 mile off the trail, located 1 mile east of Chain 1 and about 1/3 mile
north of the Krebs Creek trail crossing. (A trail sign marking this lake may
or may not be tacked to a pine tree near the trail turnoff.) Horse pasture is
limited and a few camping sites are on the south shore. This lake contains
abundant populations of brook and rainbow trout sustained through
natural reproduction. Fishing pressure is moderate.

MILK, U-73. This isolated lake is located in a cirque basin on the talus
ridge bordering the north part of Painter Basin. It is 13.1 acres, 11,236 feet
In elevation, with 35 feet maximum depth. Milk is about 5 trail miles west

of North Fork Park, or 7 trail miles northeast of Trail Rider Pass. The last

mile is extremely rocky and trailless, and very difficult for horses. There
are no campsites or horse pasture around the lake. Pan-sized brook and
cutthroat trout are quite numerous. Fishing pressure is very light.

MT. EMMONS, U-13. This pretty lake is located 1/4 mile south of Allred
lLake (Atwood Basin) through rocky timbered terrain. It is 15.5 acres,
10,990 feet in elevation, with 21 feet maximum depth. Total distance is
about 18.5 miles from the U-Bar Ranch. Some pasture and limited camp-
Ing areas are available along the fringes of the wet meadow east of the
lake. Brook trout are common in the lake, along with an occasional
golden trout. Angling and camping pressure is moderate.
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OKE DOKE, U-5. This pretty cirque lake is located at the eastern base of
Mt. Emmons 1 mile due west of Roberts Pass. It has no inlet or outlet
stream, and is 12.9 acres, 11,320 feet in elevation, with 38 feet maximum
depth. Total distance by trail is 15 miles from U-Bar Ranch. Limited horse
feed and marginal camping areas are located south of Roberts Pass. Cut-
throat trout are stocked into Oke Doke. Fishing pressure is light. Oke
Doke is ideal for a small group of one to three backpackers who want to
get off the beaten trail.

PENNY NICKELL, U-98. This pretty cirque lake sits next to a steep talus
slope 3.5 miles due south of Fox Lake. It is 11.5 acres, 10,710 feet in eleva-
tion, with 43 feet maximum depth. There is no trail to the lake and it’s best
to use a U.S5.C.S. map for directions. Various camping areas and horse
feed exists in wet meadows between Fox and Penny Nickell lakes. The
lake is stocked with cutthroat. Angling and camping pressure is light.

PIPPEN, U-9. This meadow lake has a small island near the south shore.
It is 3.2 acres, 10,450 feet in elevation, with 3 feet maximum depth. Go
west about 1 mile through the large meadow located 1/2 mile southwest
of Chain 1. Total distance from U-Bar Ranch is 10 miles. Excellent horse
pasture and camping sites exist around the lake. A natural population of
brook trout inhabit the lake. Angling pressure is moderate, and Pippin is
considered a good fly-fishing lake. This lake has been used as a base camp
by commercial packers.
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Rainbow Lake, U-33

RAINBOW, U-33. This natural lake is located in a windswept tundra 1%
miles northwest of the Kidney lakes along a well-marked trail. It is 35.1
acres, 11,130 feet in elevation, with 20 feet maximum depth. No camp-
sites or horse pasture exist around this lake but they are available 1 mile to
the east. Brook trout spawn naturally in the lake, and plans call for rain-
bow trout to be stocked to supplement the population. Fishing pressure is
usually moderate, but heavy pressure does occasionally occur from large
pack groups staying at the Kidney lakes.

ROBERTS, U-15. This deep natural lake is located in a high cirque basin
1| mile southwest of Atwood Lake. Itis 23.3 acres, 11,550 feet in elevation,
with 38 feet maximum depth. Follow a faint trail 1.5 miles west of Mt. Em-
mons Lake through a wet meadow, and zigzag a steep ravine to Roberts
Lake. No camping or horse feed is available in this windswept tundra area.
Ihe lake contains mainly cutthroat trout along with a few brook trout.
Angling pressure is light and fishing success is quite variable.

SAMUALS, U-27. This nice lake sits 1 mile north of the upper trail be-
tween Fox and Kidney lakes at the head of Samuals Creek. It is 4.8 acres,
10,995 feet in elevation, with 7 feet maximum depth. Horse pasture and
camping areas are quite abundant around the lake, and to the south. The
lake contains an abundant population of brook trout. Angling pressure is
light. Try this commonly “passed-up” lake and avoid the people usually
present at the Kidney and Fox lakes.

U-19. This natural lake is located near the head of Atwood Basin in

windswept tundra. Itis 15 acres, 11,420 feet in elevation, with 8 feet maxi-
mum depth. It sits 1/2 mile south of George Beard Lake past U-22 Lake, or
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2 miles due west of the Atwood Lake Dam. Horse pasture and camping
are available 2 miles east at Atwood and Allred Lakes; horses should not
be grazed in this fragile tundra. The lake contains a fine population of
brook trout. Fishing pressure is light.

1)-35. This natural lake sits in windswept tundra, and is located just over
100 yards northeast of Rainbow Lake; in fact, the outlet stream from Rain-
bow Lake flows into U-35. It is 4.4. acres, 11,110 feet in elevation, with 5
feet maximum depth. No horse pasture or camping areas are around the
lake. This samll lake holds only a few stocked cutthroat and brook trout.
Fishing pressure is moderate from people camped near Kidney lakes.

U-36. This lake sits in windswept tundra about 100 yards southeast of
U-35 and receives its outlet stream; or is located under 1 mile northwest of
the Kidney lakes. Itis 4.6 acres, 10,100 feet in elevation, with 7 feet maxi-
mum depth. The lake contains a natural brook trout population. Angling
pressure is moderate, and there are no horse pasture or campsites in the
immediate area.

U-37. This windswept tundra lake is located 1/2 mile northeast of Rain-
bow Lake and 1/2 mile southeast of U-38 in the basin above the Kidney
lakes. It is 6.3 acres, 11,180 feet in elevation, with 12 feet maximum depth.
There are no camping sites or pasture; these are available southeast 1%
miles at the Kidney lakes. The lake is stocked with brook trout. Fishing
pressure is light.

U-38. This windswept tundra lake sits 1/2 mile due north of Rainbow Lake
past U-39 Lake. It is 15.7 acres, 11,218 feet in elevation, with 13 feet max-
imum depth. An intermittent inlet stream comes from U-42 Lake while the
outlet stream flows into U-40 Lake. A little horse pasture is available north-
east of the lake around U-40, but there are no camping sites. Cutthroat trout
inhabit the lake. Fishing pressure varies from light to moderate.

U-39. This shallow lake sits in the tundra 1/4 mile due north of Rainbow
Lake; in fact, the outlet stream flows into Rainbow Lake. It is 5.3 acres,
11,160 feet in elevation, with 9 feet maximum depth. No horse pasture or
camping areas exist around the lake. It is experimentally stocked with
brook trout. Fishing pressure is moderate, but fingerling stocking success
is not expected to be good.

U-42. This natural lake has some water level fluctuation and sits in wind-
swept tundra. It is 7.6 acres, 11,350 feet in eievation, with 7 feet maximum
depth. U-42 is located about 1 mile northwest of Rainbow Lake and 1/2 mile
west of U-38. Camping and horse pasture are not available. The lake is ex-
perimentally stocked with cutthroat trout. Fishing pressure is light.
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U-45. The shallow lake is quite long and narrow, and sits next to the
talus slope at the head of the basin 2.5 miles northwest of Kidney lakes. It
15 4.5 acres, 11,425 feet in elevation, with 5 feet maximum depth. There
are no horse pastures or camping sites near the lake. A few cutthroat in-
habit the lake and fishing is slow. Fishing pressure is light.

U-50. This pretty lake is quite shallow for its size. It is 18 acres, 10,832
feet in elevation, with 8 feet maximum depth. It is located 1/4 mile north-
west of Dollar Lake and horse access is easy. Camping and horse pasture
are available in the vicinity. The lake is stocked with brook trout. Angling
pressure is moderate.

U-75. This natural lake sits in open tundra in the extreme western end of
Painter Basin. It is 6.9 acres, 11,390 feet in elevation, with 18 feet maxi-
mum depth. The lake is located about 1 trail mile northwest of Trail Rider
Pass. It contains a fairly abundant population of pan-sized brook trout.
No camping areas or horse feed exist around the lake; in fact, the area is
usually windy and cold all season and the lake receives few anglers.

U-76. This cirque lake is located at the southwest base of Kings Peak in
Upper Painter Basin in cold, windswept tundra. It is 6 acres, 11,475 feet in
elevation, with 15 feet maximum depth. Access is about 2 miles northwest
of Trail Rider Pass over open rocky terrain. The lake contains pan-sized
brook and cutthroat trout. Angling pressure is very light at this remote
lake, and a visit will provide a true wilderness experience.
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U8B, This pretty, natural lake is the largest in the Painter Lakes Basin.
(See access to Craig Lake ) Itis 14 acres, 11,030 feet in elevation, with 18
feet maximum depth, U-88 sits 1 mile due west of Craig Lake over gentle,
timbered terrain. Excellent camping areas and limited horse pasture are
on the southwest shore. The lake contains a natural population of nice
brook trout. Angling pressure is light.

U-89. The water level in this pretty lake fluctuates annually. It is 11.5
acres, 11,037 feet in elevation, with 15 feet maximum depth. (See access
to Craig Lake.) This lake sits about 1 mile due west of Craig Lake and is 100
yards southwest of U-88. Excellent camping and limited horse pasture are
around the lake. It contains a few brook trout. Angling pressure is light.

U-93. This natural lake is the highest and most westerly in the Painter
Lakes Basin. It is 11.1 acres, 11,402 feet in elevation, with 8 feet maximum
depth. (See access to Craig Lake.) U-93 sits 1.5 miles west of Craig Lake
over somewhat steep but rolling terrain. The lake is stocked with cut-
throat trout. No horse pasture or camping areas exist around the lake.
Angling pressure is very low. This is one of the most remote lakes in the
Uinta River dainage.

VERLIE, U-41. This natural lake sits due west of the Kidney Lakes about
1 mile. It is 10.6 acres, 10,906 feet in elevation, with 12 feet maximum
depth. The last several hundred yards are inaccessible to horses. Camping
sites are marginal and quite limited. A natural population of brook trout
inhabits the lake, along with an occasional cutthroat trout. Angling
pressure is rated moderate.
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This program receives Federal aid in fish restoration. Under Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, the U.S.
Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin. If you
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information regarding Title VI, please write to The Office for Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the
Interior, Office of the Secretary, Washington, D.C. 20240,
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PLEASE LEAVE THESE BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAINS
AND LAKES THE WAY YOU WOULD LIKE
TO FIND THEM WHEN YOU RETURN.

KNOW AND OBEY STATE AND FISH AND CAME LAWS.

DUMP WASTE WATER A MINIMUM OF 150
FEET FROM SPRINGS, LAKES AND STREAMS

BURN COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS.
USE EXISTING FIRE RINGS WHEN POSSIBLE.

PACK OUT UNBURNABLE TRASH,
INCLUDING PLASTICS AND METAL FOIL.

PACK OUT LITTER LEFT BY THOSE
LESS COURTEOUS THAN YOURSELF

LEAVE A CLEAN CAMP AND A DEAD FIRE.

A GOOD WILDERNESS TOILET IS MADE BY DICGING A
“CAT HOLE” NO DEEPER THAN 8 TO 10 INCHES AND AT
LEAST 200 FEET FROM SPRINGS, LAKES AND STREAMS,
COVER THE WASTE WITH 4 TO 6 INCHES OF TOPSOIL.




